Beat: News

NORTH KOREA ARRESTS U.S. STUDENTS FOR ILLEGAL ENTRY

SOUTH KOREAN OFFICIALS GATHERING INFO
Seoul,South Korea, 03.05.2015, 17:41 Time

USPA NEWS - South Korea confirmed on Sunday that North Korea detained a South Korean student of New York University, but
said it was still unclear whether the 21-year-old New Jersey resident attempted to enter the North illegally.

An official from South Korea's Unification Ministry, which handles affairs with North Korea, said his department was still trying to
gather information on Won Moon Joo's travels and the circumstances of his arrest.

"Our judgment is that Joo is being held in North Korea, but we are still trying to confirm the details of how he got arrested," he said on
condition of anonymity, citing office rules.

North Korea's official Korean Central News Agency said Saturday that Joo was arrested on April 22 after trying to illegally enter North
Korea by crossing the Amnok River from the Chinese border town of Dandong.

A spokesman for New York University, John Beckman, confirmed that Joo was a junior at NYU's Stern School of Business, but that he
was not taking classes this semester and the university was unaware of his travels. He said the university was in touch with the U.S.
State Department and the South Korean Embassy.

North Korea has occasionally detained South Koreans, Americans and other foreigners, often on accusations of spying, in what
analysts say are attempts to wrest outside concessions.

Article online:
https://www.uspa24.com/bericht-4022/north-korea-arrests-us-students-for-illegal-entry.html
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